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CHARITABLE TRUSTS BILL 2022 
Third Reading 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [10.21 am]: On behalf of the Attorney General, 
who, unfortunately, is not well, I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.21 am]: It is a pity that the Attorney General 
is not here. I am sorry to hear that he is unwell. I want to raise a couple of things about this bill. As we know, we 
had quite an extensive discussion in consideration in detail. The Attorney General went to some lengths to explain 
to me—a layman—the rationale behind, and the importance of, the bill; the fact that some charitable trusts were 
operating, and had been known to have operated, in ways that were not benefiting the person or the purposes for 
which they had been established; and that this bill was about enabling the Attorney General, through the newly 
established Western Australian Charitable Trusts Commission, to properly investigate and regulate charitable trusts 
in Western Australia and to align those with the federal legislation to enable the tax deductible donations et cetera 
to those trusts to continue, which is something that had been problematic since about 2013. 
It was a thorough investigation, or as thorough as it can be when led by someone such as I, who does not know 
much about legal matters. But thanks to the detailed explanations from the Attorney General, I think we got to the 
bottom of the need for the legislation and how it will operate. I would like to thank the Attorney General’s advisers 
who were here. It was a valuable exercise. As I said at the outset of the debate on the bill, the opposition supports 
the bill, and we look forward to its progress through the rest of the Parliament and its implementation in the future. 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [10.23 am] — in reply: On behalf of the 
Attorney General, to close the debate on the third reading stage, I thank the member for Moore for his contribution 
and other members who contributed. I acknowledge that the number of issues that were highlighted in the consideration 
in detail stage were explained by the Attorney General; therefore, I acknowledge that a proper process of interrogation 
was carried out successfully. 
The Attorney General is responsible for protecting charitable trust property. He formed the view that for charitable 
trust property to be properly protected in today’s context, the Charitable Trusts Act needed to be updated. The 
Report on Njamal People’s Trust further demonstrated the need for changes to this legislation. The report recommended 
several important changes and the bill responds to these needs. 
On behalf of the Attorney General, I thank those members who spoke about native title holders and noted the 
significance of the thirtieth anniversary of the Mabo decision, which, as we know, is a very significant event in 
Australia’s history. 
This bill provides a general modernisation of the law on charitable trusts, but in the Western Australian context 
that requires special consideration of Aboriginal communities and native title. In this state, millions of dollars in 
native title benefits are held in charitable trusts, intended to benefit the native title holders’ communities. This 
government supports Aboriginal communities’ rights to self-determination, including through being properly 
informed about these trusts and having their rights under the relevant trust deed enforced. The interests of these 
communities and the need for the benefits of the charitable trusts to properly flow to them have been front of mind 
when drafting this legislation. 
Of course, these rules apply equally to all charitable trusts and will benefit all the many forms of charitable trusts 
in this state. Some of these were discussed by members in their speeches in the second reading debate and the 
consideration in detail stage. I look forward to all these varied charitable purposes benefiting from the improvements 
to charitable trusts set out in this bill. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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